Worship Bulletin for Wednesday, July 8, 2020
Daily Morning Prayer Rite Two | Noon

JULY 8: PRISCILLA AND AQUILA, Coworkers of the Apostle Paul

When Paul came to Corinth (probably in the year 50), he met Priscilla and her husband Aquila. Like Paul,
they were tentmakers by trade, and had just arrived from Rome, from which the Emperor Claudius had
recently expelled the Jewish community. It is not clear whether Aquila and Priscilla were already
Christians before meeting Paul, or were converted by his preaching. After eighteen months, the three of
them went together to Ephesus, where Priscilla and Aquila remained while Paul continued to Antioch.
Soon after, a man named Apollos came to Ephesus, who had heard and believed a portion of the
Christian message, and was promoting that belief with eloquent preaching, based on a thorough
knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures. Aquila and Priscilla befriended him and explained the Gospel to
him more fully, after which he continued to preach with even greater effectiveness. Priscilla and Aquila
were apparently in Rome when Paul wrote to that congregation, and in Ephesus with Timothy when Paul
wrote his last letter to Timothy. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians from Ephesus, he joined their
greetings with his own. Clearly they were dear to Paul, and were earnest and effective in spreading the
Good News of Christ and His saving work. Altogether, Aquila and Priscilla are mentioned six times in
the New Testament (Acts 18:2, Acts 18:18-19, Acts 18:26; Romans 16:3; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy
4:19), and the observant reader may note that in half of these Aquila's name comes first, while in the other
half, Priscilla's comes first, as if to emphasize that they are being mentioned on equal terms.



OPENING SENTENCE
The Officiant says

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, "I dwell in
the high and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite." Isaiah 57:15

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so
that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in
silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain
forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter

VERSICLE

All stand

Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

ANTIPHON
The Lord is glorious in his saints:
Come let us adore him.

INVITATORY
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

PSALM 119:33-40
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.



Make me go in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.
Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.
Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.
Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.
Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.
Behold, I long for your commandments; *

in your righteousness preserve my life.

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lesson

The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (18:1-4, 18-21, 24-28).

After this Paulleft Athens and went to Corinth. There he found a Jew named Aquila, a
native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and, because he
was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together —by trade they
were tentmakers. Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to
convince Jews and Greeks.

After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and sailed
for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for he
was under a vow. When they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself
went into the synagogue and had a discussion with the Jews. When they asked him to
stay longer, he declined; but on taking leave of them, he said, “Iwill return to you, if
God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.

Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was an
eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the Way of the
Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly
in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and



explained the Way of God to him more accurately. And when he wished to cross over
to Achaia, the believersle! encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him.
On his arrival he greatly helped those who through grace had become believers, for he
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Messiahis
Jesus.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Canticle 16: The Song of Zechariah
Benedictus Dominus Deus | Luke 1:68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the
shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



THE APOSTLES” CREED
Officiant and People together, all standing.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

SALUTATION

The people stand or kneel

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.



And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;

R. We praise your Name for ever.

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;

R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;

R. For we put our trust in you.

V. Inyou, Lord, is our hope;

R. And we shall never hope in vain.

FIRST COLLECT

God of grace and might, we praise you for your servants Aquila and Priscilla, to whom
you gave gifts to make the good news known. Raise up, we pray, in every country,
heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, so that the world may know the
immeasurable riches of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

SECOND COLLECT

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THIRD COLLECT

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be
overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



PRAYER FOR MISSION

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold;
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

Brian, Mike, Shirley, Nancy, Keith, Al & Jane, Sharon, Sallie, David &
Nanette, Rod, Dave, Bill, Karen, Ted, Curt, Pam, and the Standing
Committee of the Diocese of Eastern Michigan.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.



A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Officiant and People

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

CONCLUDING VERSICLE
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CONCLUDING SENTENCE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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