St. John's Episcopal Church
August 7, 2022 |10am
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: Proper 14, Year C

The Word of God
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord (Foundation) (H 636)

The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right,
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
Genesis 15:1-6
A Reading from the book of Genesis.
The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is
to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and
said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he
1

said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD
reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 33:12-22
Read responsively by full verse. The final verse is said in unison.
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
13The LORD looks down from heaven, *
and beholds all the people in the world.
14From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.
15He fashions all the hearts of them *
and understands all their works.
16There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; *
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
17The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
for all its strength it cannot save.
18Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, *
on those who wait upon his love,
19To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.
20Our soul waits for the LORD; *
he is our help and our shield.
21Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
for in his holy Name we put our trust.
22Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.
12

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he

stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents,
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith
he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on
the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

I come with joy to meet my Lord (Land of Rest) (H 304)

Luke 12:32-40
Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

[Jesus said to his disciples,] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses
for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief

comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.
35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds
alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to
eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or
near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

THE REV. CURT NORMAN

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM IV
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Grant, O God, that in all time of our testing we may know your presence and obey your
will; that, following the example of your servant John Mason Neale, we may with
integrity and courage accomplish what you give us to do, and endure what you give us
to bear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
(August 7 commemoration)
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
All stand as able.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says
Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of
lips that acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:15, 16

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to
new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
S 129 Holy, holy, holy (Powell)

The People stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
S 163 Lamb of God (Powell)

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Those worshiping online are invited to pray:
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I
believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this
time receive Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from

you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom
and unending peace. Amen.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All persons baptized with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are welcome to receive Holy
Communion at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Persons interested in receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism may
contact Fr. Curt at curt@stjohns-saginaw.org.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Rejoice! rejoice, believers (Llangloffan) (H 68)

BLESSING
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with
you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER LIST
Kathie & Dave, Al & Jane, Jim, Sharon, William, Ferris, Ellen, Karen, Judy, Pete, Bruce,
Karen H., Shirley, Peggy, Linda, Tom, Mike, Chuck, Elizabeth, Sue, Alan, and all our
ministries: the vestry, the altar guild, buildings and grounds, our children’s, youth and
family ministries, the choir, the Shared Ministries Development Team, the finance team,
for Al, Amy, Kevin, Rev. Pam, and Fr. Curt.
We pray for those celebrating birthdays, especially Dan Hoffman.
We pray for those celebrating wedding anniversaries.
In the Anglican Communion we pray for Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael
our Presiding Bishop, the Standing Committees of the Dioceses of Eastern & Western
Michigan, and Prince our Bishop Provisional.
In the Bi-Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for St. John’s, Midland and St.
Christopher’s, Northport.
Locally we pray for our fellow Episcopalians at St. Matthew’s and St. Paul’s, as well as
our partners with Interfaith Saginaw.

2022 NO FRILLS FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Two questions for prayerful consideration:
Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these." Mark 12:29-31
How do Jesus’s commandments to love impact our financial stewardship choices?
In what ways is God calling us to care for our neighbors and the St. John's Old Town
community?

JOHN MASON NEALE
John Mason Neale was born in London in 1818, studied at Cambridge, where he
also served as tutor and chaplain, and was ordained to the priesthood in 1842.
Chronic ill health made parish ministry impractical, but in 1846, he was made
warden of Sackville College, a charitable residence for the poor, which position
he held for the rest of his life. Both a scholar and a creative poet, his skills in
composing original verse and translating Latin and Greek hymns into effective
English lyrics were devoted to the church and were but one expression of his active
support for the Oxford Movement in its revival of medieval liturgical forms. With
such familiar words as “Good Christian men, rejoice” (The Hymnal 1982, #107),
“Come, ye faithful, raise the strain” (#199, 200), “All glory, laud, and honor”
(#154, 155), “Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle” (#165, 166), and “Creator of
the stars of night” (#60), he greatly enriched our hymnody.
Gentleness combined with firmness, good humor, modesty, patience, devotion, and
an unbounded charity describe Neale’s character. A prolific writer and compiler,
his works include Medieval Hymns and Sequences, Hymns of the Eastern Church,
Essays on Liturgiology and Church History, and a four-volume commentary on the
Psalms. He established the Camden Society, later called the Ecclesiological Society,
and, consistent with Anglo-Catholic principles that united liturgical piety with
compassionate social action, he founded the Sisterhood of St. Margaret for the
relief of suffering women and girls.
Neale faced active persecution for his liturgical and theological principles. He
was forced to resign his first parish due to disagreements with his bishop. He
was physically attacked several times, including at a funeral of one of the sisters.
Mobs threatened both him and his family, believing him to be a secret agent of the
Vatican attempting to destroy the Church of England from within.
Though his work was little appreciated in England, his contributions were
recognized both in the United States and in Russia, where the Metropolitan
presented him with a rare copy of the Old Believers’ Liturgy. He died on the Feast
of the Transfiguration in 1866, at the age of 46, leaving a lasting mark on Anglican
worship.
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