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The Word of God 
 
Liturgical Improvisation II - George Oldroyd  

 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry (Winchester New) (H 76) 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
S 100 Holy God (Hurd)  

 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 
sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, * 
  and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 
 2That he may rule your people righteously * 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
  and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 4He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
  from one generation to another. 
 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 
  who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be his glorious Name forever, * 
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
Romans 15:4-13 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
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 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran) (H 65) 
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Matthew 3:1-12 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
THE SERMON        THE REV. CURT NORMAN  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
S 108 Prayers of the People: Form IV (Hurd)  
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 10 

Confirm our minds, O Lord, in the mysteries of the true faith, set forth with power by 
your servant John of Damascus; that we, with him, confessing Jesus to be true God and 
true Man and singing the praises of the risen Lord, may, by the power of the 
resurrection, attain to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   

 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
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to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Celebrant says 

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23, 24 

 
The Father's Love - Roger William Price     

Of the Father's Love begotten, ere the worlds began to be; 
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he; 

Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see 
Evermore and Evermore. 

 
Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung. 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flow'ret bright 
Amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 
 

This flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air. 

Dispels with glorious splendor, 
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The darkness everywhere. 
True man but very God, 

From sin and death he saves us, 
And lightens every load. 

 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

This is he whom heaven taught singers 
Sang of old with one accord, 

Whom the scriptures of the prophets, 
Promised in their faithful word, 

Now he shines, the long-expected, 
Let creation praise its Lord: 

Evermore and evermore. 

         

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
S 124 Holy, holy, holy (Hurd) 

 
The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 
name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 
S 150 The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary) (Hurd)  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 
S 161 Lamb of God (Hurd)  
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Those worshiping online are invited to pray: 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and 
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for 
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I 
believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time 
receive Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and 
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from 
you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom 
and unending peace. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
Creator of the stars of night (Conditor alme siderum) (H 60) 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
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and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
O day of peace that dimly shines (Jerusalem) (H 597) 
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The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.   
 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

 
Toccata on "Picardy" - Michael Helman  
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DECEMBER 4: JOHN OF DAMASCUS, Priest and Theologian, c.760 

John of Damascus was the son of a Christian government official for 
the Muslim Caliph of Damascus. At an early age, he succeeded his 
father in this office, but in about 715, he entered the monastery of St. 
Sabas near Jerusalem. There he devoted himself to an ascetic life and 
to the study of theology. 

In the same year that John was ordained as a priest, 726, the 
Byzantine Emperor Leo the Isaurian published his first edict against 
the Holy Images, which signaled the formal outbreak of the 
iconoclastic controversy. The edict forbade the veneration of sacred 
images, or icons, and ordered their destruction. In 729-730, John 
wrote three “Apologies (or Treatises) against the Iconoclasts and in 
Defense of the Holy Images.” He argued that such images were not 
idols, for they represented neither false gods nor even the true God 
in his divine nature; but only saints, or our Lord as a man. He further 
distinguished between the respect, or veneration (proskynesis), 
that is properly paid to created beings, and the worship (latreia), 
that is properly given only to God. 

The Seventh Ecumenical Council, in 787, decreed that crosses, icons, 
the book of the gospels, and other sacred objects were to receive 
reverence or veneration, expressed by salutations, incense, and 
lights, because the honor paid to them passed on to that which they 
represented. True worship (latreia), however, was due to God alone. 

John also wrote a great synthesis of theology, The Fount of 
Knowledge, of which the last part, “On the Orthodox Faith,” is best 
known. To Anglicans, John is best known as the author of the Easter 
hymns “Thou hallowed chosen morn of praise” (The Hymnal 1982, 
#198) “Come, ye faithful, raise the strain” (#199; #200), and “The 
day of resurrection” (#210) 
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