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The Word of God 
 
Prelude on "Veni Emmanuel" - Marilyn Biery  
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel (Veni, veni, Emmanuel) (H 56, verses 1-2) 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
S 100 Holy God (Hurd)  
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Isaiah sees a day in the future when God will bring peace to reign upon the earth. All 
violence and isolation and oppression will cease.  
 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
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  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the LORD! 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 122 
 1I was glad when they said to me, * 
  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 2Now our feet are standing * 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built as a city * 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, * 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
 5For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
  “May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls * 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
  I will seek to do you good.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 
There is no reason or excuse to continue in sin, evil, and darkness. We know right from 
wrong and have power through Jesus Christ to choose the right. Now is the moment to 
step into the light.  
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Romans 13:11-14 
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 
11You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Hark! the glad sound! the Savior comes (Richmond) (H 72) 
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INTRODUCTION 
There is no reason to delay faithful living and the life to which God calls each believer. 
None of us knows when our end will come. Let us live today with conviction.  
 
Matthew 24:36-44 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said to his disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an unexpected hour.” 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

 
THE SERMON       THE REV. CURT NORMAN  
 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
S 108 Prayers of the People: Form IV (Hurd)  



 10 



 11 

 
Collect at the Prayers  
Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
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Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 
Lord. 

Zion Hears the Watchman Singing - J.S. Bach  

Jeremiah Kraniak, flute & Jane Girdham, bassoon  

Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
And all her heart with joy is springing; 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom; 
For her Lord comes down all glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious. 
Her Star is risen, her Light is come. 

Ah come, Thou blessèd One, God’s own belovèd Son: 
Alleluia! We follow till the halls we see 
Where Thou hast bid us sup with Thee. 

 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
S 124 Holy, holy, holy (Hurd)  

 
The Celebrant continues 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. 
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 
name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 
S 150 The Lord's Prayer (Contemporary)  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 
S 161 Lamb of God (Hurd)  

 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
 
"Sleepers, wake!" A voice astounds us (Wachet auf) (H 61) 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
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Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending (Helmsley) (H 57) 
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May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.   
 
 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Rhapsody on Helmsley - William Lloyd Webber  
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